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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Cun ently Amended) A method of regulating access to a content selection, the 
method comprising: 

conFigurintj: a media player to access a medium associated with the content selection; 
accessing a the medium associated with the content selection; 
identifying a profile associated with the medium; 

configurinu the media player to access a permissions enuinc that interfaces with a 
multitiered rule base that is configured to store a medium rule base, a media player rule base, and 
a host rule base, wherein the medium rule base is based on content permissions associated with 
the medium, the media player rule base is based on content pennissions associat e d with t he 
media player, and the host rule base is based on content pennissions associated with the ho st; 

checking availability of the host rule base in the multitiered rule base and, if the host rule 
base is available, accessing the host rule base; 

checkinu availability of the media player rule base in the multitiered rule base and, if the 
media player rule base is available, accessing the media player rule base: 

checking availability of the medium rule base in the multitiered rule ha.se a nd, if the 
medium rule base is available, accessing the medium rule base; 

identifyin g priorities for rule bases within the multitiered rule base based on availability 
of the medium rule base, the media player rule base, and the host rule base within the multitiered 
rule base: 

using the profile to analyze a content request with a the multitiered rule base based on the 
identified priorities of rule bases in multitiered rule base that include s4'We-er-moFe-ol- a m o diun ^ 
rule base, a media player rule base, and a host rule b aset and 
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usinu the permissions engine in the media player to enable eHablein-g access to the 
content selection in accordance with one or more results of the analysis. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein identifying the profile includes identifying 
a reference for the medium. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein identifying the reference includes 
identifying a unique serial number. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising identifying a user accessing the 
content selection. 

5. (Original) 11ie method of claim 4 wherein using the profile to analyze the content 
request includes detemiining an access right for the user for content identified by the profile. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising reporting the content request to 
a reporting agent. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6 wherein reporting the content request includes 
aggregating multiple content requests associated with a media player and reporting the multiple 
content requests to a host. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein using the profile to analyze the 
content request further includes identifying priorities for rule bases within the multitierod rule 
bas e bas e d on rul e bas e availability and -polling a higher priority rule base to analyze the content 
request before polling a lower priority rule base. 
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9. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein using the profile to analyze a content 
request includes automatically discovering additional access rights by polling the multitiered rule 
base if a user attempts to engage in a content request for an operation not previously allowed in 
accordance with the access right. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 9 further comprising enabling the user to engage in 
the content request by charging the content request against a user account. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 10 wherein charging against the user account 
includes adjusting a license pool that enables the user to engage in one or more licensing 
operations. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein adjusting the license pool includes 
adjusting an escrow account for previously purchased access rights that do nor spcciiically 
identify the content selection. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 10 wherein charging against the user account 
includes using an out-of-band token to identify the account, and charging the content request 
against the user account in response to using the out-of-band token. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein using the profile to analyze the content 
request includes using the host rule base to analyze content requests, using the media player rule 
base if the host rule base is unavailable, and using the medium rule base if the media player rule 
base is unavailable. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein using the profile to analyze the content 
request includes determining an access right without challenging a user. 
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16. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein reading the medium includes reading an 
out-oi-band token related to the medium. 

1 7. (Cancelled) . 

1 8. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein using the profile to analyze the content 
request includes enabling a user to copy content only when the host rule base is used to analyze 
the content request. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein using the profile to analyze the content 
request includes enabling a user to copy content when a content-access system rule base is used 
to analyze a content request and a media player storing the media player rule base has exchanged 
licensing information with a host. 

20. (Cun*ently Amended) A system for regulafing access to a content selection, the 
system comprising: 

a first configuration module structured and arranged to confiuure a media plaver to access 
a medium associated with the content selection; 

a content module structured and airanged to access a Lhe medium associated with the 
content selection; 

a second confiuuration module structured and arran ged to confi.uurc U^^^^^ 
access a permissions enuine that interfaces with a multitiered rule base that is coni'mured to st ore 
a medium rule base, a media plaver rule base, and a host rule base, wherein the medium rule base 
is based on content permissions associated with the medium, the media plaver rule base is based 
on content pennissions associated with the media player, and the host rule base is based on 
content pcmiissions associated with the host: 

a rule base availability module structured and arranged to: 
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check availability of the host rule base in the multitiered rule base and, if the host 
rule base is available, access the host rule base: 

check availability of the media player rule base in the multitiei^ed rule base and, if 
the media player rule base is available, access the media player rule base: 

check availability of the medium rule base in the multitiered rule base and, if the 
medium rule base is available, access the medium rule base: 
a profiling module structured and arranged to identify a profile associated with the 
medium; 

a priority identification module structured and arranged to identify priorities for rule 
bases within the multitiered rule base based on availability of the medium rule base, the media 
player ru le base, a nd the host rule base within the multitiered rule base ; 

an analysis module structured and arranged to use the profile to analyze a content request 
with a the multitiered rule base based on the identified priorities of rule bases in multifiered rule 

base: and 

a regulating module structured and arranged to use the permissions engine in the media 
player to enable access to the content selection in accordance with one or more results from the 
analysis module. 

21 . (Original) The system of claim 20 further comprising a communications interface 
structured and arranged to report the content request to a reporting agent. 

22. (Original) The system of claim 21 wherein the communications interface is 
structured and arranged to aggregate multiple content requests associated with a media player 
and reporting the multiple content requests to a host. 

23. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 20 wherein the profiling module is 
structured and arranged to iden tify prioriti e s for rule bas e s within -the-nwltitier-e^i-r-trfe b a se and 
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poll a higher priority rule base to analyze the content request before polling a lower priority rule 
base. 

24. (Original) The system of claim 20 wherein the profiling module is structured and 
arranged to automatically discover additional access rights by polling the multitiered rule base if 
a user attempts to engage in a content request for an operation not previously allowed in 
accordance with the access right. 

25. (Original) The system of claim 24 fiirther comprising an accounting module 
structured and ammgcd to enable the user to engage in the content request by charging the 
content request against a user account. 

26. (Original) The system of claim 25 wherein the accounting module is structured and 
arranged to adjust a license pool that enables the user to engage in one or more licensing 
operations. 

27. (Original) The system of claim 26 wherein the accounting module is structured and 
arranged to adjust an escrow account for previously purchased access rights that do not 
specifically identify the content selection. 

28. (Original) The system of claim 25 wherein the accounting module is structured and 
arranged to use an out-of-band token to identify the account, and charge the content request 
against the user account in response to using the out-ol-band token. 

29. (Original) The system of claim 20 wherein the profiling module is structured and 
arranged to use the host rule base to analyze content requests, use the media player rule base if 
the host rule base is unavailable, and use the medium rule base if the media player rule base is 
unavailable. 
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30. (Original) The system of claim 20 wherein the profiling module is structured and 
arranged to enable a user to copy content only when the host rule base is used to analyze the 
content request. 

3 1 . (Original) The system of claim 20 wherein the profiling module is structured and 
arranged to enable a user to copy content when a content-access system rule base is used to 
analyze a content request and a media player storing the media player rule base has exchanged 
licensing infomiation with a host. 

32. (CuiTently Amended) A system for regulating access to a content selection, the 
system comprising: 

means for configuring a media player to access a medium associated w it h the content 
selection: 

means for accessing a medium associated with the content selection; 

means for configuring the media p la yer to access a pemiissions enuine that interfaces 
with a multitiered rule base that is configured to store a medium rule base> a media player rule 
base, and a host rule base, wherein the medium rule base is based on content permissions 
associated with the medium, the media player rule base is based on content pennissions 
associated with the media player, and the host rule base is based on content pe miissions 
associated with the host; 

means for checking availability of the host rule base in the multitiered rule base and, if 
the host rule base is available, accessing the host rule base: 

means for checking availability of the media player rule base in the multitiered rule base 
and, if the media player rule base is available, accessing the media player rule base: 

means for checking availability of the medium rule base in the multitiered rule base and, 
if the medium rule base is available, accessing the medium rule base: 

means for identifying a profile associated with the medium; 
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means for identifvin<> priorities for rule bases within the multiticrcd rule base based on 
availability of the medium rule base, the media player rule base, and the host rule base within the 
multitiered rule base 

means for using the profile to analyze a content request with a the muhitiered rule base 
based on the identified priorities of rule bases within the multitiered rule base #^a4-ifteh;td os two 
ei^ffleFe-ei^i-iB ediunv i -ule base, a media player rule base, and a host rule basie ; and 

means for usinu the permissions engine in the media player to enable en abling access to 
the content selection in accordance with one or more results of the analysis. 



